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MEMORANDUM FOR CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 


SUBJECT: 5th A.F. Korean Bay Patrol Incident on 10 May 1955 


1. On 10 May 1955, 2 MIGs were destroyed and 2 others probably 
destroyed by USAF F-86F patrols from the 8th Fighter Bomber Wing in 
Korea. There was no damage to USAF aircraft. 


2. The Sth AF West Coast Patrol consisted of two flights of 8 
F-86F each. The two flights flew a pre-planned patrol route at 
35,000 ft taking off from Kunsen with a one hour interval. 


3. The route and times of the lead patrol which engaged the MIGs 
is outlined in Inclosure 1. The route was flown as briefed. The USAF 
flights were under positive radar control throughout the patrol and 
were notified of other aircraft in the area. The second patrol flew 
an identical route one hour later without incident. 


4, The patrols followed the Korean coast approximately 20-25 
miles off shore. The lead patrol of 8 F-86Fs was attacked by a pos-- 
sible 16 but not less than 8 MiGs. According to COMFEAF message the 
engagement occurred at 39° 28' N ~ 123° 53' BE. (COMFEAF message 
CAF IN TS 6587 dated 11 Mey 55). According to CINCUNC message to 
Senior Member United Nations Command, Military Advisory Committee, 


Korea, the engagement occurred at 39° 31' N 1239 12' E. Several 


F~86Fs pursued the attackers northward. 


5. Pilot debriefing indicates that one or two friendlies possi- 
bly overflew the Manchurian coastline during the course of the engage~ 
ment. This is unconfirmed. In the total absence of confirmation from 
any source, CINCFE has stated his intention to adhere to the position 
that the overflight did not occur at all. 


6. The attacking MiGs approached from the northeast from the 
general direction of Antung and the tracking of the enemy by friendly 
radar indicates that they originated in the Antung area. 


7. There is no indication of why the friendlies were attacked. 
There were 2 corvettes southwest of Antung in the area of engagement. 








Memo for Chairman, JCS, subj: 5th AF Korean Bay Patrol Incident on 
1O May 55. 


8. On 13 May 55, an Operational Immediate message was dis- 
patehed from this Headquarters to COMFEAF requesting resolution of 
the difference in coordinates reported by COMFEAF and CINCUNC. 
Answer was received on 14 May from COMFEAF which indicates that 
the engagement started at a point outside the international 12 
mile limit. 


9. A Teleconference between this Headquarters and COMFEAF is 
being arranged this date to resolve all conflicting coordinates 
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